Covernor Patrick Morrisey Director Brett W. McMillion

September 1, 2025
Dear West Virginia Bowhunter:

We are asking you to participate in the annual Bowhunter Survey. This survey has been
conducted since 1995 and provides valuable data to help manage the white-tailed deer and other
wildlife resources in our state. Bowhunters are keen observers, and we want to take advantage
of that trait. The survey is also a forum for bowhunters to express their opinions and thoughts to
the DNR. We hope that you will participate. The survey period will run from September 27 —
November 23, 2025.

The daily log tracks your bowhunting activities, harvests, and observations. It is very
important that you record the number of hours hunted and the county hunted each day.
Whether you hunt every day or just once, your survey is very important to us. Please complete
the survey whether you harvested a deer or not. Remember, the observations of wildlife that you
provide are used to measure year-to-year changes in the populations of many species. Please
read the instructions carefully, and make sure that your count is as accurate as possible. There
is a short questionnaire and comment section on the back of the daily log. If you do not go hunting
this season, you are still welcome to fill and return this questionnaire. The survey is designed so
that you will not have to reveal your favorite hunting area. No individual hunter's name will be
used in the results. Each cooperator should fill out their own form. If you need additional forms,
please contact Game Management Services at (304) 637-0245.

At the close of the survey period, tape or staple the forms closed with the return address
on the outside, place a stamp where indicated, and mail it back to the DNR. All cooperators
returning a survey form will receive a copy of the results. Be sure you record your name and
address on the outside of the survey form in the space provided. We can't mail you a report
without your address!

We are continuing the very popular option of submitting the Bowhunter Survey on your
smartphone or computer using the Survey123 App. To access this survey, please download the
Survey123 App from the Apple App Store (iPhone), Google Play Store (Android), or Microsoft
Store (Windows). Information on accessing the survey via Survey123 can be found by
scanning the QR Code or visiting the link below. The survey does not need to be completed
in one sitting. You can click the 'X' in the top left of the survey and save your draft at any time.
The responses you have entered will be there when you come back! Please note, you may only
submit one survey per person. Be sure to complete your daily record and questionnaire before
submitting. If you have any further questions about using Survey123 for the Bowhunter Survey,
please contact the WVDNR GIS team via email DNRGIS@wv.gov.

Thank you for your effort and cooperation. The information you provide is valuable data
to biologists. Working together, we can do a better job of managing West Virginia's wildlife.
Please don't forget to return your completed survey by December 31, 2025. For those who
participated in last year's survey, a copy of the report is enclosed.
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Paul R. Johansen, Chief Ed McMinn, President
Wildlife Resources Section West Virginia Bowhunters Association

WEST VIRGINIA DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES | ELKINS OPERATION CENTER
PO Box 67 | 738 Ward Road | Elkins, WV 26241 | 1) (304) 637-0245 (304) 637-0250 @ WVdnr.gov



You must purchase your RB stamps BEFORE hunting season begins on September 27,
2025.

Hunting Regulations:
A bag limit of two deer may be taken per day during any deer season, but only one antlered buck
may be taken in a day. You may check your harvested deer online (wvhunt.com), by phone (844-

WVcheck), or by visiting a licensing agent. Please refer to the 2025-2026 Hunting and Trapping
Regulations Summary for additional details on bag limits and regulations in your county.

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP!!

Place

Stamp
Here

BOWHUNTER SURVEY
WV-DNR
PO BOX 67
ELKINS, WV 26241
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INSTRUCTIONS
2025 BOWHUNTER SURVEY

Thank you for taking the time to record and send your observations to us! We appreciate
all of our cooperators, and we hope you have a great and memorable season.

Post your survey form in a convenient spot where you will see it when you return from
hunting such as your refrigerator door, mud room, garage entrance, etc.

For the appropriate date, enter the number of hours hunted in the morning (AM),
afternoon (PM), or both if you hunted both morning and afternoon (see example).

List the county where you hunted. If you hunted in a different location in the morning
and afternoon, record the county you hunted each half of the day (see example).

Record the ownership of the land where you hunted and whether the land was posted or
not. Reference the key in the upper left corner of the daily log for categorizing land
ownership. If you hunted in different locations in the morning and afternoon, record the
land ownership and posted status for each half of the day (see example).

Enter the dominant land type where you hunted: “W” for woods, “F” for field, “E” for
field/clearing/opening edge, or “U” for urban.

For deer observations, please record the number seen for each category: spike bucks,
forked bucks, adult does, fawns, and unknown. A forked antlered deer will have at
least two points on one antler. If you are not completely sure of a deer’s sex, record it as
an unknown. Record the number of deer killed by sex (if applicable). Record the number
of new scrapes seen and the number of bucks chasing does observed.

We also ask that cooperators record the number of other wildlife species observed
including bears, squirrels, turkeys, grouse, raccoons, bobcats, gray fox, red fox, coyotes,
rabbits, and elk. If you see the same individual animal more than once on the same hunt,
record this as only one observation. If you see the same individual animal on different
hunts, record it for each hunt. If you observed no other listed wildlife species while
hunting, you can leave the spaces blank or enter 0.

Enter the type of weapon used while hunting as seen in the key in the upper right corner
of the daily log: “L” for long bow, “C” for compound bow, “R” for a recurve, and “X”

for crossbow.

Lastly, don’t forget to fill out the attached questionnaire. We look forward to hearing
your opinions, feedback, and stories from the field.

Please return your survey when you stop hunting or before buck firearms season,
whichever comes first. Tape the folded forms close and attach a stamp where indicated.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!



2025 WEST VIRGINIA BOWHUNTER SURVEY

1.  Please enter your DNR ID number:

2.  How many years have you hunted deer with a bow? years

3. Isthe deer population in the area you hunt most: (select) [_ ] Increasing [__] Decreasing [__] Constant
List the county

4.  Compared to last year, deer racks this year were: (sclect) [__] Smaller [ ] Larger [__] About the same
List the county

5. s the oak mast (acorns) this vear in the area you hunt: (sclect) [ ] Abundant [__] Common [__] Scarce
List the county

6.  What other West Virginia deer hunting seasons did you participate in during fall 2025? Sclect all that apply.

[ ] Antlerless gun [__] Buck gun [__] Muzzleloader [__] Heritage [__] Urban
[__] Special/State Park [__] Youth/Class Q/Class XS

7. Did you pass up legal opportunities to harvest an antlered buck in the 2025 West Virginia archery/crossbow season?
[__] Yes. Why did you pass up the opportunity? Select all that apply.
[ ] Antlers not big enough [__] Deer not old enough [ ] Wanted to save buck tags [__] Other:

[ ]No

8.  Did the reduction in the annual antlered bag limit impact your purchase of extra RB, RG or RM stamps?
[ ] Yes. Which ones? Select all that apply.
[__]RB/RRB [ ]RG/RRG [__]RM/RRM
[_]No

9. Do you plant food plots specifically for deer? [__]Yes [__]No

10. Do you use any scents while hunting?
[_] Yes. Which ones? Sclect all that apply.
[__] Natural doe urine [ ] Synthetic doc urine [__]Cover scent (e.g., fox, raccoon, etc.)
[__] Food scent (e.g., apple, com, ctc.) [__] Other, please specify:

[ INo

11.  Once you have killed a deer, how do you prepare it for your table?
[__] Personally process the deer

[ ] Take the deer to a processor. What was the cost per deer for processing (excluding the making of specialty meats like summer
sausage, jerky, etc.)?

12.  Are you aware of the WVDNR Deer Research Project?
[ ] Yes. How did you learn about the project? Select all that apply.

[__] A publication by the WVDNR (e.g., survey repont, hunting and trapping regulations, Wonderful West Virginia magazine, etc.)
[__1 A publication outside of the WVDNR (e.g., WV MetroNews article, etc.)
[__] Social media post

[__11saw adeer with a GPS collar

[__] Other, please list:

[ 1No

13. Did you see a fisher while bowhunting? See the picture of a fisher to the right for reference.
[__] Yes. Please list the county:

[_INo
14. Excluding the most recent season, have you been fall wild turkey hunting in West
Virginia in the last 5 years (2020-2024)?
[__] Yes. Which years? Select all that apply.
[ J2020 [ _J2021 [_J2022 [_]2023 [ ]2024

In the last 5 years (2020-2024), how many wild turkeys have you harvested in West Virginia during the fall scason?

Out of your fall turkey harvests in the last 5 years (2020-2024), how many wild turkeys have you harvested passively with a gun
(wild turkey was not your trip target specics; ¢.g., while deer hunting, you were able to harvest a turkey)?

Out of your fall turkey harvests in the last 5 years (2020-2024), how many wild turkeys have you harvested passively with a bow or
crossbow (wild turkey was not your trip target species; e.g., while deer hunting, you were able to harvest a turkey)?

[ INo

15. Remarks or observations (please include unusual experiences, your opinion on hunting season regulations, weather, ete.):

16. Please list the name and address of a friend or relative who might want to participate in this survey next year:

PLEASE RETURN BY DECEMBER 31



PLEASE RETURN BY DECEMBER 31

Wd

01 324000
WV el
Wd 0590010
Y Arpramy
d §0 329900
v AEPSIUPIM,
Wd (359050
Y o
W1 gy amqong
Wy | P
M1 somao0
W Arpung
Wd 10 394030
o Aepmeg
i £0 129090
v fepug
W1 20 10q0m0
Wy | e
W1 gasgonn
v Aepsoupay
ihd 0f saquindag
Wy fapony
Wd 62 2qundag
v Avpuopy
| moqunds
v ZpUng
W] onquadss
WY Aepunmeg
X I 0 0 0 0 § 0 0 0 3 0 I 0 0|0 0 0 £ (4 I A N n ydjopuey £ wd
HIdIWVXE
1 0 0 0 0 I 0 ! £ [4 14 0 0 0 00 0 0 S I 0 K | N d ydjopuey S v
u u s e ENEY paviog | aydg (njuedin
sdff uodeoyy | U5 | s uadg H\w xuhw uadg uadg uasg ua0g usdg g m,ﬂﬁu h,._...w_ax uga(Q | uadg uaog 10°() 28p3 ONSSIA diysaung Gtz pawmp SRS
T oma | ey | w0f) | ooy | g | SROPE | Swoey | sstasp | séaymy | saumbg | sy | T ot o0 | PAIRE | umowun | suses | ssoqnpy u22g (A1) sPoo parsod pue] . sunoy iL/oed
- v o 120 s{ong pasuy () platd
ﬁwnm“.w“ﬂ w puz| 15210§ [BUOHEN N
ey SA0d ONISVHO SHINE ANV ‘NAES SHAVIIS | P pouno s s
og Suoy 1 NAIS JFFNNN QYOOI ASVA1d MAN QI T ‘NAFS YFFANN QY00 dSVAT1d adAL | pasod e e,
6] vodeagy ﬁﬁ.m]— ﬂC.N\H no& ue Jaflo uzou:_om.E?.Fso.:zgn; d
inﬂmeus.u%h HATTATIMA HAHLO AAAd (pue] 2 wno nod) Suadosd [puoszag
ANV dyysiaumo puej 1o sana) seudordde 1aiua asealy

dJ00dd ATIVA AHAUNS dHINNHMOY VINIDYUIA LSHM $20¢



PLEASE RETURN BY DECEMBER 31

W | gzmqomo
Wy Aepumeg
W 1 pzasqong
WV SRR
wd o
&
WV PRERLL
Wd U ETS)
Srpsaupa,
v o
e 1739920
A
Wy el
i 0T 90190
Wy Avpuopy
0 61124000
WV Ampung
Wl | gpasqong
P Aepmes
W Lo
Aepug
WV
d 91 24010
bt
NV TPl
134 1 g0
W ARPSIUPI N,
Wi t1 424030
Arp
WV PR
hd £ 30RO
A '}
Ny TN
e T1RqoR0
WV
Wd | .“ﬂ G
o Sepanjeg
? d (njuegin
. s20(] uag 4 W payod apdg (1) o5 . i
adip uodray | B | s | uass N.Mm ,Hw_..,.. udag usag uog ud3g w5 |5 | gy | sy st 5220 L aow__u._umvf& - hna.bw_vﬂﬂ ,”.M_Hw g_ﬂ__”h:ﬂ.,_,é P mﬂﬁq g,/ o
f - i 0y~ E i : ¥ I MOUNU[ B . | _. 2 5
biE] suggey | sowdo) poy ey sieaqog | suoozoey | asnouny | sdaymy | sjaunbg | smag syang] MaN B et ? _ symg paruy ‘(A pRd
MOGSSOL) Y puE| 1520 [BUONEN N
it SA0d ONISVHD SMDN4 ANV ‘NHAS SHdVUOIS pue| paumo 1§ S
punodiuo) 3 i ‘ " unﬁ_ﬁ 2150 (*ma 1amod *[eoa s3quim) pue| Auedwo) D
mog Suo] ] mem mmmz:z Dmoumm mm<m17m MAN daTT1IA NHAS dddNNN Q029 dSvd1d .Hn ﬁ ﬂm. osea] Jununyqnpa wny  H
i ue ue nod Uyl 13110 Auoawos Aq paumo S[aeand
S_..HHM.HH“M Nmm—ma ﬁ 1 ﬁ ]— (pue] 2y wwo nof) Auadord [euosiag N
u:..tnwu:%” mr.mm‘n—ﬁ—wﬂm}f mmm.ﬂ.o :digstaumo puel 1o) sana] meudadde 1ua aseayy

MIODTI ATIVA ATAINS YHLINNHMOL VINIDYIA LSIM §20¢



PLEASE RETURN BY DECEMBER 31

e 60 =g N
WY Aepung
d 1) IDUIBADN
Wy Arng
Wd LU 1UIBAON]
&
Wy i
Wd Gy I2qUIBADN
WY AFL
Wd G BagquEaADN]
WV ARTRIUTEAY
Wd H) JUIAALN
v Aepsan]
Wd £1) IqUIBAON
W e
W | 20 mquason
Wy Lrpung
wd 10 22quIasnN
) Avpunieg
M e 240
Wy Arpuy
W g mqong
A
WV Ll
Ful 6T 2400
Arpsoupa;
= TPSIUPIAY
hd 8T 2240120
&
W Tpsan),
e ._.mﬁbo_ocﬁ.
WY ARBIO
W | gzmqomo
WY 5
: ! (nJjueqin
5 = u 4 | K payieg | opdg : o
sdk 1 ued uRg ux0g uaag N.”f Mu.wm U2 uag uaog UG uaag u2ag m:ﬂﬁb m&ohnum U29G 133(] uxRg U205 10'(q) 23pa ONSIL diysaaung fiees paungq g/ aweq
DAL UOCEIM |y | 521080, -4 4 ieaqo SUDOI asnous sKaym, sjaumbg | sed 4 P3Ny unouyury | sume] | ssoqynpy URs (AN SPOOAY paisog pue] * SINOH :
A1 naqey o) Py Ao qog | D mL |2 tl syang N oot [ S e
ADGSSOIT) Y pue| 1Sa10] |BUOlEN N
il SA0A HNISVHI S$MINEd ANV ‘NIIS SIdVIDS puE| pauno 1TSS
punoduioy = = ¢ m& 21S0, ;9 ramod ‘[eod saquin) pue| duedwo) D
aog] Juop mew .MmmEDZ Qmoumm m—mJNMHJAM Bmz DM\H\HmVH mem xmmz:z Qﬂmcumz mw{&m‘n—ﬂh .HL ﬁu m a5e3] w:.:::..ﬁ..ﬂ_.:u wng H
2di 1 uodeagy muﬁmlh pue] nod uey) 1o u:on::cm..ﬂ paumo S|aeand  d
20 1913] (pue] a1 wwo nod) fuadord jeuosiag N
. AATTATIAM YTHLO yaad

e

digsisuso puey oy Jana] seudoudde aoua aseald

@IODTY ATIVA AFAMNS JINNHMOEL VINIDIIA LSHM $20¢



PLEASE RETURN BY DECEMBER 31

nd
WY
147} TR0
WY
d T IquEBAny
Py Arpumeg
hd 1T 42quiasny]
Wy MR
Wd 07 Iaquiasns]
ups
WV .
Wd 6l 22quiaoN
Aeps
e BPRIUPDAY
wd R IquIdADN
v Arpsan]
Wd L1 32quuasny
o &epuopy
A 9[IqUION
W Aspung
WE 1 o saquianoy
e Avpames
Wd 1 2quRaoN
&
W Tpu
Wd £1 Jaquuasoy
&
W e B
Wd T1 quiasoy
o e
d 11 12quidsoy
P Aepsang
hd 0 Saquuasoy
Avpuogy
v TPUOIN
g U us 53 uaag 4 | W paog s (njueqn
04 vodeagy g uag u2ag x.“v% xow UG uaRg uaag uag g uag mcwﬁ..u sadiisa u2ag I | u0g ux0g 10 () adpg ONSIL diyssaung Giiio: paimg{ auiy s aeq
! L] siqqey | smodon 3 siedqog] | suooddey | asnoxy | séayang | sqaunnbg | smeag 8 5 PAAIN wMOuNun) | sumed | saoqnpy uxng (A% spoosy pasog pue] ' & SINOH .
pay Awry ang Man 1321 syang pasapuy LEEIE
swm“””“u X PuE] 15240 [BUONEN N
: ‘ ’
e o SA0A ONISVHD SAINE ANV ‘NAGS SAIVAIS ; pur paino SIS s
i 4 i ‘M2 1aaod ‘jeoa aquin) pue| fuedwoy
wog G0 1 NAIS YIGINNN AI0DTI ASVAT1d MAN ‘T "NAAS YHEANN 4009y ASVA1d adAT, pa1sod R i
adi 1 uodeasy ﬁ:..mq ﬂvﬁmq nod uBL 1210 Juoawes Aq qu.sc Apeaug  d
10) 219] (pue] a1 uso nof) Luadord jpuosiagy N
. Ll AATATIA YTHLO yaaa ﬁ
Lug distausmo pue] Joj Jona] aeudadde Jaqua aseagg

AIOOHY ATIVA AFAENS YALNNHMOL VINIDYUIA LSIM $20C



